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He ‘fights like hell for working people’
by Kelly Mangan

It was a warm summer’s night three years ago in rural 
Vermont. I pulled down a long driveway, past cow pasture 
and hay bales, up to a small farmhouse porch where an 
old fellow in a slouch hat was smoking his pipe. He nod-
ded to me and asked if I was lost. 
“No, sir,” I said. “I work for Bernie Sanders’ senate cam-
paign.”
He stood and beckoned me inside, then called for his wife 
saying, “This girl says she’s from Bernie Sanders.”  
The woman put down her washing, walked up to me with 
tears in her eyes, and gave me a big hug. “Thank you so 
much,” she said, “Bernie did so much helping my late 

daddy when they weren’t giving him his veterans’ benefits. 
He’s got our vote. You tell Bernie to keep giving ‘em hell down there in Washington!”
That, in a nutshell, is what it was like being Bernie Sanders’ Field Director for his 2012 
Senate Re-Election Campaign. 
We knew from the start that Bernie was going to crush his Republican competition, but Ber-
nie has been a political underdog for most of his career—often winning (or losing) by a few 
votes against candidates who regularly outspent him 2-1—so he doesn’t take any race for 
granted or do anything half-assed. In 2012, he hired me to coordinate five other organizers 
and spend five months going door-to-door in every corner of the state. The goal was to have 
real conversations with voters about Bernie’s core issues: single-payer healthcare, protect-
ing Social Security (and debunking the myth that it contributes in any way to the national 
deficit), preventing greedy corporations from shipping jobs overseas, and addressing climate 
change before it’s too late. Oh yeah, and asking people to vote for him too. Vermonters were 
overwhelmingly supportive of their longtime, firebrand politician with the crazy hair and a 
penchant for telling the truth. He won re-election in 2012 with 71 percent of the vote. And he 
did it all while raising the level of political discourse in our state around some pretty impor-
tant and complex issues. 
Bernie is notorious for not mincing words. I’ve heard him tell many a voter, “Look, here’s what 
I think about X issue and why. I understand you disagree and if you don’t want to vote for me 
based on one issue even though we agree on at least a dozen, well, so be it.”
Vermonters like that. They like his straightforwardness. They like his honesty, even if they 
don’t always like his answers. As the longest-serving Independent in Congress, Bernie 
isn’t beholden to any particular party (Though he often caucuses with the Democrats, he’s 
just as quick to call them out for being weak-kneed on economic issues)—something else 
that plays well with voters here. And he has never accepted corporate sponsorship, choos-
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On Sept. 27 and 28, the Gainesville com-
munity will have a chance to hear Ilyasah 
Shabazz, the daughter of Malcolm X, 
as she is in town for multiple speaking 
engagements. She is a woman who has 
embraced her roots and heritage, and has 
become a very successful and prominent 
person herself, leading a life dedicated 
to empowering young people by capi-
talizing on the arts and entertainment to 
encourage the understanding of history, 
culture and self-expression.
On Sunday afternoon, Sept. 27, she will 
be speaking at the Downtown Public 
Library at 2:30 p.m. The following day, 
Monday the 28th, she will be speaking 
at the Ocora, which is the lobby area in 
Pugh Hall on the University of Florida 
campus. That talk will be at 3 p.m.
Ilyasah holds a Masters of Science 
in Education & Human Resource 
Development and a Bachelors of Science 
in Biology. As Assistant Coordinator 
for the Office of Academic Affairs - 
City University of New York, Ilyasah 
organized training programs to encourage 
higher education for inner city at-risk 
youth. She continues to mentor at various 
grouphomes, lock-up facilities, high 
schools, community organizations and 
college campuses through production of 

Daughter of Malcolm X,
Ilyasah Shabazz, to speak
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ing instead to raise all his money through 
grassroots fundraising. About $15 million 
of it to date.
While Vermont is considered a liberal state 
today, it was overwhelmingly Republican 
not that long ago, and the rural working 
class population still votes predominantly 
conservative…except for Bernie. Bernie’s 
message of taking on Wall Street and the 
big banks speaks to them too. They may 
not love his positions on wedge issues like 
abortion or immigration, but the Senator’s 
core message has always been focused on 
the economic issues that all working people 
have in common; his strategy is to keep the 
focus on those who keep the rest of us down 
(i.e. the 1 percent). And it’s working. 
The other reason Vermonters are loyal to 
their Senator is because he does an excellent 
job serving the people of this state in a very 
real way. Your landlord unfairly trying to 
evict you? Having trouble getting your Social 
Security? Need a wheelchair and your insur-
ance company giving you the run-around? 
Is your employer threatening to crush your 
union? Call Bernie! His on-staff social work-
ers do a wonderful job helping Vermonters 
navigate the complicated webs of legal and 
government bureaucracy in order to get the 
answers they need—and woe to any unscru-
pulous business owners, landlords, or em-
ployers who incur Bernie’s wrath! 
I love that Bernie sees public service and 
education as important parts of his role as 
a U.S. Senator. I’ve never known regular 
people to have this sort of faith in a politi-
cian before. But it’s not a fluke—it’s a trust 
Bernie has earned from a more than 30-
year track record of fighting for working 
people. Since he first took office in 1981, 
Bernie has been standing up for income 
equality, for single-payer healthcare, for 
civil rights, for LGBT rights, for women’s 

rights, for unions, for Social Security & 
Medicare, for paid sick & family leave, 
for an end to American military occupa-
tions, for alternative energy and breaking 
our addiction to fossil fuels, and for a more 
democratic political system where corpo-
rate money doesn’t buy elections. 

People all over the country are flocking to 
hear the politician who talks about things like 
taxing the rich, free college tuition, afford-
able childcare, and ending institutional racism 
(visit his website for his entire platform on 
how he intends to address physical, legal, eco-
nomic, and political violence against people 
of color). His events are regularly pulling in 
massive numbers (15,000 and 20,000 people), 
even in red states. And considering that Ber-
nie has now pulled ahead of Hillary in New 
Hampshire and Iowa polls, and is rapidly 
catching up to her in national polls—the idea 
that just maybe corporate money doesn’t buy 
every election in this country—well… maybe 

Kelly Mangan (third from the left) currently lives in Vermont where she is the Execu-
tive Director of the Vermont Progressive Party . In 2012 she was Bernie Sanders’ Field 
Director for his Senate Re-Election Campaign . She is a past coordinator of the Civic 
Media Center, a former women’s liberation activist, and has also worked as a union 
organizer for teachers, hospital workers, and food service workers . D

it’s not such a crazy idea after all.  

Bernie isn’t perfect. If you’re looking for 
a candidate who scores 100 percent on ev-
ery one of your issues, prepare to be dis-
appointed. He’s not the messiah. He’s not 
a superhero. He’s not a perfectly-coiffed 
professional candidate with a slick an-
swer for everything. He’s just a man. A 
good man, but still just flesh and blood. 
He’s not going to single-handedly undo 
generations of exploitation and abuse un-
der an oligarchical economic system. But 
he sure is going to try. And more impor-
tantly, he knows that the working people 
of this country have the power to build a 
more economically and socially just soci-
ety when we unite and organize. 

Bernie has my vote because he fights like 
hell for working people, because he has 
the courage to stand up for what’s right 
even when it’s hard, and because he deeply 
means everything that he says. I really hope 
progressives all over the country will take 
the time to get to know Bernie Sanders like 
Vermonters do. Maybe then you’ll see it’s 
not populist shtick—Bernie truly is differ-
ent from every other presidential candidate 
you’ve seen. D

SANDERS, from p. 1

For more information about how 
you can get involved in local activi-
ties supporting Bernie Sanders for 
President, contact Jenn Powell of 

Florida Independent Voters,  
jennifer@floridaindependentvoter.

org or Molly Vise of Progressive  
Gators, mollyvv@ufl.edu.
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Well, Summer’s  over, the consistent 90s will  make way for 
cooler and more energized times. There’s lots going on in 
the world, let’s have a great year.
We are glad to have Kelly Mangan’s firsthand report from 
Vermont on Bernie Sanders. It is infuriating to watch and lis-
ten as the media spends all its time covering the reactionary 
celebrity candidacy of Trump, and then, even worse, equate 
Bernie with Trump as fringe candidates, but then still spend 
their time on The Donald. The topics Bernie is putting on 
the table are the issues most Americans care about. They are 
about hope, positive solutions, and challenging the power of 
corporations and big money in our politics. They are not what 
the media wants to talk about.
And lately what the media is talking about, and what the events of the world actually are, do 
not make for pleasant contemplation. The turmoil unleashed by the impact of the weapons 
trade and the destabilization of nations by overthrows and insurgents driven by a brutal form 
of religious zealotry play out daily on multiple continents. 
These are not natural disasters like hurricanes and earthquakes, floods and disease. These are 
the result of human decisions, and as these areas move from stability long developed to a 
brutal chaos of destroyed infrastructure, the recovery will not be quick or easy. It is a paradox 
of our age that our technology has created such prolific and powerful weapons of war and 
destruction, and at the same time the ability to see the fruits of those tools; from smashed 
antiquities, to blown-up bodies, to a 3-year-old refugee child face down in the surf. One can 
wish for a benevolent collective consciousness to arise, but I’m not holding my breath.
So we carry on, and face what needs to be faced here at home. We strive to keep a positive 
attitude and still find joy and purpose. The reactionary backlash against the Black Lives 
Matter movement is very disturbing and needs to be resisted. White people need to be allies 
and understand this profoundly important movement. This paper has tried to regularly to 
help in this effort. The readily accepted as fact attack on Planned Parenthood by the media 
was appalling; women’s rights need to be defended more than ever. We are moving into 
dangerous times, I am afraid, with a right wing in this country ginned up by Fox News, full 
of fear, self-righteousness and certitude. We can only counter that by our own commitment 
and organizing.

D D D

As you will read about in following pages, Gainesville progressives lost two beloved fig-
ures this summer, Pat Fitzpatrick and Travis Fristoe. Tho’ very different people, of different 
generations and interests, both had a great and generous spirit and touched many lives. They 
were the best kind of people; ones who did not settle for how things were but who acted to 
make things better, and to make the people around them feel better (unless, in Pat’s case, 
you were an elected official limiting how many people got to eat by putting a meal limit at 
St. Francis House). 
Death’s finality, and its inevitability, is never more profoundly felt as when it strikes close 
to dear ones. I hate that obituaries are seemingly becoming a regular feature in these pages, 
but how else can we pay tribute to those who have enriched us by giving others a chance to 
know and recognize them and their impact on others? D

Hey Reader! Yeah you ... 
Most of you just pick this up somewhere, and we are glad you do. But we could 
use some financial love from you, like what our subscribers and advertisers do 
for us. All money donated goes to printing and mailing costs. Plus we mail for 

free to those who can’t afford it. We’re a little behind now.  
Please help us get ahead. Thank you. D

From the publisher:
Chin up: There’s work to do
(don’t let the bastards grind you down)

Joe Courter
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2015 “Free Fridays” 
Concert Series Schedule
Located at SW 2nd Ave. & SW 2nd Street

SEPTEMBER
4 Ricky Kendall - Americana, Blues, Folk
11 Flat Land - Rock, Funk, Blues
18 De Lions of Jah - Reggae
25 The Shambles - Classic Rock

OCTOBER
2 The Imposters - The Beatles Tribute Band
9 Heavy Petty & Hodges - Tom Petty and the Heart-

breakers Tribute and Originals
16 Wester Joseph’s Stereo Vudu - Vudu Rawk, Ska
23 The Music of Neil Young by Mick Marino & Friends 

- Classic Rock

by Dr . Bob Knight, 
Director of the Florida Springs Institute

The front page article in the October 
2012 Iguana by Joe Courter was titled: 
“This Election is Pivotal.” Truer words 
were never spoken. 
In 2010 the Florida Republican party ce-
mented their virtual dictatorship over the 
state government with the razor-thin elec-
tion of a tea party, big business governor, 
Rick Scott, and a super majority in both the 
Florida House and Senate. In the 2012 elec-
tion, Florida’s outrageous gerrymandering 
designed by the same Republican operatives 
strengthened their party’s stranglehold on 
every aspect of Florida’s state government.
Since Governor Scott’s election in 2010, 
protection of Florida’s environment has 
been in free fall. Jobs and corporate profits 
now trump every other facet of Florida’s 
governmental responsibilities. The Depart-
ment of Community Affairs that reined in 
irresponsible development was replaced by 
the Department of Economic Opportunity, 
whose job appears to be facilitating the 
paving of Florida. All of the state’s water 
management district staff and budgets were 
cut by a third by the new governor, and new 

senior management was inserted in those 
agencies to facilitate the issuance of water 
depletion and pollution permits. The result 
of this tragic loss of local control over water 
use decisions has been a swarm of new wa-
ter use permits throughout Florida. 
The new leadership appointed by the gov-
ernor to the Florida Department of Environ-
mental Protection became the proverbial 
fox guarding the hen house. Enforcement 
of existing environmental laws and protec-
tion of Outstanding Florida Waters reached 
a new low with the state’s “appearance of 
regulation” as a smokescreen that attempts 
to hide the reality of continuing springs wa-
ter quality impairment.
In the same October 2012 issue of the Igua-
na I wrote an article titled: “Getting Serious 
about Florida’s Water Crisis.” I presented 
extensive evidence that Florida’s unique ar-
tesian springs are severely imperiled due to 
lax enforcement of existing environmental 
laws and rules. Our region’s 1,000+ arte-
sian springs are being depleted by excessive 
groundwater pumping and polluted by care-
less fertilizer and waste disposal practices. 
The bad news is that these impairments are 
getting worse. The good news is that the 
general public has become more aware, 

more vocal, and more engaged in protecting 
the environment that their health and eco-
nomic vitality depend upon. 
My recent book entitled Silenced Springs 
— Moving from Tragedy to Hope (www.
floridaspringsinstitute.org) recounts the 
rich heritage of Florida’s once healthy 
and glorious springs, now depleted and 
polluted after decades of decline. To nur-
ture an appreciation for these ecological 
treasures, Silenced Springs first embarks 
on an historical journey, beginning with 
springs that were like a “grand fountain, 
astonishing, and continual,” as one was 
described by an 18th-century traveler and 
author. Until the 1950s, Florida’s springs 
were like translucent, azure gems buried 
throughout the Florida wilderness, attract-
ing visitors from far and wide who gazed 
through glass-bottom boats at a colorful 
world of fish swimming in the billowing 
eelgrass, and who were swept along by 
the strong flow of the cool, clear water. 
Since then, severe declines in flows and in-
creases in nitrate-nitrogen pollution have left 
springs impaired and in a state of continual 
decline. Through quantitative assessments 
and easy-to-understand science, Silenced 
Springs explains the ecology of Florida’s 

Florida’s Water Crisis is Deepening
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The Civic Media Center will host a free event honoring Flori-
da folklorist/author/activist Stetson Kennedy and local singer/
songwriter Cathy DeWitt on Sunday, Oct. 4 from 4 pm to 6 pm. 
The Stetson Kennedy Foundation earlier this year awarded 
Cathy with the 2015 “Fellow Man and Mother Earth Award” 
recognizing her outstanding achievement in promoting environ-
mental kinship, human rights and the preservation of traditional 
culture. The upcoming event offers the community a chance to 
recognize Cathy, and has the added bonus of being a birthday 
party for both her and Stetson — born just a day apart.  
Thee CMC is the home of the Stetson Kennedy Library, where 
his personal library of 2,000+ books found a home after he died in 
August 2011. The author of nearly a dozen books, Stetson used his 
brave heart, curious mind and sharp pen to effect change, infiltrat-
ing and exposing the KKK in the late ’40s. Stetson’s widow Sandra 
Parks-Kennedy will present this important award to Cathy. Past win-
ners include Frank Thomas, Pete Gallagher, and Jeanie Fitchen.
Cathy has contributed her music to the Gainesville community 
for decades, hosting the NPR affiliate radio show Across the 
Prairie, composing songs, and playing in benefits to support the 
environment, arts, and human rights.  
Cathy’s band “Patchwork’’ will perform at the event, and will speak-
ers and testimonials celebrating the achievements of both Stetson 
and Cathy — on their birthdays! Refreshments will be served. D

Oct. 4: Birthday celebration for 
Cathy DeWitt, Stetson Kennedy

artesian springs, their economic and cultural significance, and the hu-
man activities that threaten their health and continued existence. 
Most importantly, Silenced Springs documents how the contamina-
tion and depletion of the Floridan aquifer, North Florida’s primary 
drinking water supply, has been accompanied by an inevitable de-
cline in our beloved springs. Depleted spring flows have resulted in 
the loss of their former high plant productivity, which in turn sup-
ported diverse and abundant populations of fish and other wildlife. 
Added to the loss of the springs’ life blood, nitrate pollution has 
contaminated the formerly pure groundwater, and when discharged 
at springs into the daylight, has resulted in the loss of native plants 
and the proliferation of nuisance algae. Many of the finely tuned 
springs’ ecosystems of the past have become monocultures of algae, 
devoid of native plants, fish, and other wildlife.
As goes the Floridan aquifer and springs, so goes North Florida’s 
economic future and quality of life. Florida’s springs and the Flori-
dan aquifer are like a natural endowment that continuously creates 
an economic return in the form of thousands of jobs, year-round 
recreational opportunities, and aesthetic appeal; not to mention the 
vast ecosystem services that springs provide. 
But there is still hope for restoring these former “bowls of liquid 
light.” Concerted efforts by a new generation of responsible state 
leaders can turn around these declines and restore and protect 
healthy springs. Avoiding the water depletion and pollution issues 
in the first place would be the most cost effective alternative for 
springs restoration. Charging aquifer protection fees for groundwa-
ter pumping and nitrogen fertilizer use would result in increased ef-
ficiency of natural resource use in farms and cities. Aquifer protec-
tion fees would provide a source of revenue needed to compensate 
conversion of some damaging agricultural lands to more protective 
conservation land uses. Strengthening existing environmental laws 

by adding enforceable goals and time tables for springs restoration 
would re-establish the public’s trust in the integrity of their public 
officials.
Silenced Springs is a wake-up call to all citizens that the “new 
normal” state of the imperiled springs is not acceptable. Silenced 
Springs uses a combination of science and policy recommendations 
to suggest a recipe for achievable springs recovery. Restoration of 
our springs requires a collective commitment from Florida’s citi-
zens. The public and their elected officials need to embrace a new 
“water ethic,” and education is the first step towards success. 
The 2016 Florida election will have great significance for the fu-
ture of Florida’s springs and natural environments. Our current 
state leadership is environmentally corrupt and pandering to private 
enterprises that fund their campaigns and dictate the relaxation of 
Florida’s environmental laws. A thorough house-cleaning of the 
Florida legislature in 2016 is in the best interest of Florida’s voters.
“We need springs. And silenced springs need us to speak for them.” 
quoted from Silenced Springs – Moving from Tragedy to Hope 
(2015) by Dr. Robert L. Knight, Director of the Florida Springs 
Institute, Gainesville, Florida. D

377-5828
Open: Mon-Fri 7 am-10 pm, Sat-Sun 9 am-10 pm 

DRIVE THRU & CALL-INS
Two locations:  407 NW 12th St. and 5011 NW 34th St.
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by Ed Brayton

This is a portion of an article that originally appeared on Aug. 25 
on Patheos . See more at www .patheos .com .

When Hillary Clinton met with activists from the #blacklivesmatter 
movement recently, she told them that just complaining about 
police and racism, while it’s a good idea, isn’t enough. To 
affect change, they had to have a policy platform of changes 
to demand that would fix the problem. They have now done so 
with Campaign Zero, a series of ten reforms that would reduce 
the problem of systemic racism in our criminal justice system. 

1. End “broken windows” policing. This is the policy made 
famous by former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani. The 
idea behind it is that you very strongly police every small 
transgression of the law — loitering, marijuana possession, etc 
— and that sets the tone for a reduction in more serious crimes 
by showing a strong police presence. But especially in NYC, 
the result of this has been the systematic targeting of minorities 
through the Stop and Frisk program.

2. Community oversight of the police. This is especially 
important in misconduct cases, which are investigated by 
the police departments themselves and do almost nothing to 
prevent more abuse and corruption. But it isn’t enough just to 
have a civilian oversight board, that board has to have power, 
something they rarely are given. They’re usually put in place 
to give the illusion of oversight rather than real oversight. I 
would go much further. Every DA’s office should have a 
separate and independent department that does nothing but 
investigate and prosecute misconduct.

3. Limit the use of force by police. This includes mandatory 

Campaign Zero: A great start on criminal justice reform
reporting of all uses of force, revised policies on when force 
may be used (only when the life of the officer or a civilian is at 
imminent risk and deadly force is the only means of preventing 
it), and new training procedures.

4. Independent investigations and prosecutions. This is close to 
the suggestion I made above, but with a special prosecutor in 
each state to conduct investigations and prosecutions. It would 
also make it mandatory that every incident that results in death 
or serious injury be investigated.

5. Community representation. Basically, they want the police 
departments to look like the communities they’re policing. No 
more cities that are 80 percent black with 5 percent of the police 
department being black.

6. Body cameras and recording the police. This is very important. 
Every officer should have a body camera on at all times that 
cannot be shut off. There must be safeguards on who has access 
to it, of course, and they suggest basing it on the ACLU’s model 
policy. They also want an explicit law that allows recording of the 
police and forbids officers from confiscating video. If they do so, 
that should result in automatic misconduct charges.

7. Improved training. The campaign notes that almost no time is 
spent teaching new officers how to de-escalate a situation. They 
also want quarterly training sessions that incorporate understanding 
of implicit biases and the particular needs of different members 
of the communities they’re policing. They also want testing for 
implicit biases that are part of an officer’s evaluations during the 
hiring process and while they’re employed as well.

8. End policing for profit. This affects more than just privately-
run prisons. We also need to completely eliminate the use of 
private companies that act as parole and probation officers with 
the power to assess fees and fines. The rebirth of debtor’s prison 
is largely created by that. And no one should be punished for the 
inability to pay those fines and fees from the state. They also 
want an end to asset forfeiture. Hear, hear.

9. End the militarization of the police. Absolutely necessary.

10. Fair police union contracts. They’re particularly concerned 
with a whole bunch of provisions in standard police union 
contracts that protect officers from serious investigation and 
punishment of misconduct.
Check the original article for Brayton’s suggestions for 
additional reforms  . D

GALLERY TOUR BEGINS AT 7:00PM
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by Amy Goodman and Denis Moynihan
This article was originally published by 
TruthDig on Aug. 19. For more, visit 
www .truthdig .com .
Civil-rights pioneer Julian Bond died 
this week at the age of 75. In 1960, 
as a student at the historically black 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Bond 
led nonviolent protests against racially 
segregated facilities like restaurants, 
movie theaters and parks. 
He co-founded SNCC, the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, 
and spent years organizing and 
registering African-Americans to vote in 
the Deep South. In 1965, he was elected 
to the Georgia state Legislature, where 
legislators blocked him from being sworn 
in because of his opposition to the war in 
Vietnam. It took a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision to get him seated.
Julian Bond was a lifelong activist. He 
spoke out early for marriage equality and 
got arrested in front of the White House 
while protesting the proposed Keystone 
XL pipeline. He supported the Black 
Lives Matter movement as well.
Black Lives Matter was founded 
after a Florida jury acquitted George 
Zimmerman in the murder of Trayvon 
Martin. The movement mushroomed in 
the wake of the police killing of Michael 
Brown one year ago in Ferguson, 
Missouri, and has grown to more than 20 
chapters nationally. 
Black Lives Matter is making waves 
on the presidential campaign trail, as 
activists disrupt events and demand that 

Passing the torch: From Julian Bond to Black Lives Matter

the candidates address the issues at the 
core of their movement. At one recent 
Hillary Clinton campaign event in Keene, 
New Hampshire, four Black Lives Matter 
activists were denied entry to the venue.
“We went to New Hampshire with the 
intention of confronting Hillary Clinton. 
Unfortunately, when we got there, we 
were told that we couldn’t come inside,” 
Daunasia Yancey, founder of the Black 
Lives Matter chapter in Boston, told us 
on the “Democracy Now!” news hour. 
CNN reporter Dan Merica had tweeted 
about their exclusion, which he was told 
was due to the room being at capacity. 
After that, Yancey explained: “Someone 
came out and invited us into an overflow 
room, where we could actually watch 
the forum. And then, one of her staffers 
came in and said, ‘We could offer you a 
couple of minutes with her.’ And we said, 
‘Absolutely,’ so that we could ask her the 
questions that we had.”
To say the least, candidates running for 
president are hard to reach, unless you are 
a large campaign donor. The candidates’ 
public appearances are closely stage-
managed. At campaign events in key 
primary states, however, where the 
candidates stump day in and day out, 
they sometimes have no choice but to 
speak with prospective voters. Black 
Lives Matter activists have been using 
these moments to challenge business as 
usual, bringing the issues of racism and 
inequality to a broad audience.

Yancey asked Clinton: “You and 
your family have been personally and 
politically responsible for policies that 
have caused health and human services 
disasters in impoverished communities 
of color through the domestic and 
international war on drugs that you 
championed as first lady, senator and 
secretary of state. And so I just want to 
know how you feel about your role in that 
violence and how you plan to reverse it?” 
Julius Jones, from the Black Lives Matter 
movement in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
also questioned Clinton: “How do you 
actually feel that’s different than you did 
before? What were the mistakes? And 
how can those mistakes that you made be 
lessons for all of America for a moment 
of reflection on how we treat black people 
in this country?”
Clinton responded: “I don’t believe you 
change hearts. I believe you change laws, 
you change allocation of resources, you 
change the way systems operate.”
Black Lives Matter has confronted other 
candidates at their speaking events, 
including Democrats Bernie Sanders 
and Martin O’Malley, and Republican 
Jeb Bush. The campaign disruptions will 
continue, organizers say. 
Their website states: “We have put our 
sweat equity and love for Black people 
into creating a political project: taking the 
hashtag off of social media and into the 
streets. The call for Black lives to matter 
is a rallying cry for ALL Black lives 
striving for liberation.”
Back in 2013, standing in front of the 
Lincoln Memorial, Julian Bond spoke 
at the 50th anniversary of the March on 
Washington. His words there, spoken 
two months after George Zimmerman’s 
acquittal, bear remembering as the 
movement for justice grows in ways we 
can’t predict:
“We march because Trayvon Martin has 
joined Emmett Till in the pantheon of 
young black martyrs. We march because 
the United States Supreme Court has 
eviscerated the Voting Rights Act, for 
which we fought and died. We march 
because every economic indicator shows 
gaping white-black disparities. We march 
for freedom from white supremacy. But 
still we have work to do. None of it is 
easy, but we have never wished our way 
to freedom; instead, we have always 
worked our way.” D

‘Targeting Iran’
Monday, Sept. 14

“Targeting Iran,” a 2013 film by 
Andy Norris featuring Noam Chom-
sky, David Barsamian, Stephen 
Kinzer, Vandana Shiva, Trita Parsi 
documents the history of Iran and 
especially Iranian–U.S. relations. 
With the imminent signing of the 
treaty on nuclear weapons, the fear 
mongering toward Iran is still going 
at a fever pitch. Get better informed. 
The showing is at 7 p.m. on Monday, 
Sept. 14 at the Civic Media Center, 
433 S. Main St. D
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See schedule at gainesvillelatinofilmfestival.com

Teach-In, Sept. 19
Porters Community Center

As part of the ongoing campaign to have 
the Confederate statue relocated, our third 
teach-in will be held beginning at noon on 
September 19 at the Porters Community 
Center (512 SW 2nd Terrace) and will be 
titled “Power to the People or Confederate 
Heritage: Which Side Are You On?”

At this event, powerful speakers will 
discuss the horrific history of the 
Confederacy as well as the informal and 
formal systems of violence, oppression, 
and discrimination that have perpetuated 
white supremacy to this day. Our speakers 
will include Kali Blount on slavery, Kayla 
Esparra on emancipation, Annette Gilley 
on discrimination, Herb DuPree on the 
economy, Jesse Arost on colonialism and 
imperialism, and Faye Williams on the 
need to relocate the Confederate statue.

We will also discuss how anyone 
committed to justice and liberation 
can advance the struggle to end white 
supremacy. We will also call upon all 
present to attend the meeting of the 
Alachua County Board of Commissioners 

at 5pm on September 22. At this meeting, 
the commissioners will be voting on what 
to do with the Confederate statue, and we 
will urge them to relocate it out of the 
heart of the city to a place where it can be 
a piece of history and not a living symbol 
of white supremacy.

This event will also feature a potluck 
lunch. Please consider bringing a dish if 
you attend, though if you can’t, please 
come anyway!
Our sponsors include Alachua County 
Peace Coalition, the Alachua County 
Black History Task Force, Bailey 
Learning and Arts Collective, the Civic 
Media Center, and Dream Defenders.
For more information and to participate, 
please join the Facebook event 
“Power to the People or Confederate 
Heritage: Which Side Are You 
On?” at https://www.facebook.com/
events/1468902196770796/.
Contact: Jesse Arost, , 352.234.6408, jesse.
arost@gmail.com,  and Faye Williams, 
352.792.6020, sisterspace1515@yahoo.com. 
Williams, 352.792.6020, sisterspace1515@
yahoo.com. D

Power to the people or Confederate 
heritage:  Which side are you on?
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WORSHIP WITH FRIENDS
Gainesville Quakers warmly invite you to attend our 

weekly meeting for worship held in our beautiful 
meetinghouse nestled among majestic oaks.

An unprogrammed meeting of Friends, we follow 
the tradition of gathering in silence to 

wait upon the Light.

11a.m., Sundays
702 NW 38th St., Gainesville

352-372-1070

It was on Thursday and 
Friday of the first week of 
August that word began to 
circulate around Gaines-
ville of the passing of a 
truly loved and respected 
longtime member of our 
community who had in 
recent years relocated to 
Philadelphia. 
Travis Fristoe was a co-
founder and major moti-
vator of the zine library in 
the Civic Media Center in 
the mid ’90s, was a prin-
ciple volunteer of Wayward 
Council, a writer, musician, 
teacher, librarian and a good friend to many here and around the 
world. It seemed impossible that such a vibrant person was gone, 
but he was. 
There was a memorial event at the Thomas Center on Aug. 23, and 
another will take place at the Poole building Saturday night, Oct. 3. 
Preceding that, the Travis Fristoe Zine Library will be dedicated to 
his memory at the CMC at 7 p.m. What follows are three people’s 
testimonials to his impact on their lives here in Gainesville.
FROM DON FITZPATRICK:
Wayward Council was a volunteer-run, non-profit record store com-
mitted to fostering community, independent expression, and DIY 
energy. We sold records and zines, hosted punk shows, Books for 
Prisoners, free AIDS testing, rented out practice space, distributed 
progressive literature and provided air conditioning and coffee for 
punks in the Florida summer.
Like any good leader, Travis Fristoe’s role in this endeavor was 
both big picture ideals and grunt work price tags on 7”s. His fierce 
principles were a compass for the operation. His librarian work-
ethic and attention to detail coupled with his kindness and passion 
for music were a model for all new volunteers.
Wayward sold Travis’s zine, America? and records of his bands, 
Moonraker, True Feedback Story and Reactionary 3 as well as re-
cords that his Obscurist press put out. He was one of the key volun-
teers that helped figure out to spin our measly budget into enough 
records to be a viable, diverse record store with No Idea, Dischord, 
and Ebullition releases alongside jazz and hip hop vinyl that only 
the most astute music fan would know about.
Out-of-town punks sought out Wayward Council and Travis synon-
ymously. His generosity, energy and dedication to fostering human 
connections continue to inspire.

FROM KEITH HARMON:
I am a friend and former coworker of Travis at the library in Gaines-
ville. He was community-oriented, inclusive, generous, and had an 
enormous capacity for patience. 
When I met Travis I confess to be being a bit unsure of him. Despite 
his obvious good nature he was not an easy person to know. Slowly 

Travis Fristoe Zine Library 
to be dedicated to his memory

See TRAVIS, p. 18
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By Joanna Grey
Six women who left their mark on 
Florida’s history will be featured in the 
Matheson History Museum’s new exhibi-
tion, Saving the Sunshine State: Women 
Leaders in the Twentieth Century. The 
exhibit runs from September 1 to October 
31. These six women all worked to im-
prove Florida and the lives of its citizens 
in areas such as conservation, civil rights, 
writing, education and suffrage. 
May Mann Jennings (1872-1963) – A 
Florida first lady and wife of the 18th 
governor of Florida, May Mann Jennings 
championed such causes as women’s suf-
frage, education funding, historic preser-
vation and highway beautification.
Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960) – Hur-
ston was born in Alabama but was raised 
in Eatonville, Florida. She was a part of 
the Harlem Renaissance and was one of 
the most widely published African Amer-
ican woman writers and anthropologists 
of the twentieth century. 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas (1890-1998) – 
Douglas moved to Miami in 1915 to work 
for the Miami Herald. She was a champion 

of suffrage and environmentalism. Doug-
las is best known as the author of The Ev-
erglades: River of Grass (1947) and the 
founder of Friends of the Everglades.
Marjorie Harris Carr (1915-1997) – Carr 
was raised in southwest Florida and led 
campaigns to save Paynes Prairie, Lake 
Alice and the Ocklawaha River. A co-
founder of the Gainesville Garden Club, 
Alachua Audubon Society and Florida 
Defenders of the Environment, Carr led 
the successful campaign to stop construc-
tion of the Cross Florida Barge Canal.
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings (1896-1953) – 
Rawlings moved to Cross Creek, Florida, 
in 1928 and authored the Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel, The Yearling, published 
in 1938. Rawlings’s work helped increase 
public awareness of the importance of 
preserving Florida’s natural beauty. 
Mary McLeod Bethune (1875-1955) – 
Born to former slaves in South Carolina, 
Bethune founded what would become 
Bethune-Cookman University in 1904, 
assisted four different presidential admin-
istrations, and tirelessly worked for civil 
rights, education and women’s issues. D

Saving the Sunshine State The WAKE-UP Tour™—her exclusive 
youth empowerment program. She is 
Honorary Co-Chair of All For Africa, a 
campaign that aims to plant 1 million oil 
palm trees on approximately 17,000 acres 
of land in Africa to knockout poverty. She 
is Trustee of the Malcolm X & Dr. Betty 
Shabazz Memorial, Educational, and 
Cultural Center, Inc. at the Audubon, the 
place of her father’s martyrdom in 1965.
Ilyasah Al-Shabazz retraced her father’s 
footsteps to the Holy City of Mecca and to 
Cairo, Egypt. She explored religious and his-
torical sites in Jordan as a guest of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia bint Al Hussein.
In the area of Government - for approxi-
mately twelve years Ilyasah served on the 
Executive Youth Board for the Office of the 
Mayor in the City of Mount Vernon. She 
also served as Director of Public Affairs 
& Special Events and was later promoted 
to Director of Cultural Affairs. She served 
as an official member of the United States 
Delegation that accompanied President Bill 
Clinton on the historic tour of South Africa 
to commemorate the victory of newly-
elected President Nelson Mandela.
As Executive Producer Ilyasah produced 
a television pilot for 2009, SHARE the 
eXperience©, a compilation of in-studio 
and on-location interviews of leaders in 
Entertainment, Sports and Politics, as 
well as citizens making a difference in 
their communities. Ilyasah assisted Spike 
Lee during the film production of Mal-
colm X starring Denzel Washington and 
Angela Basset. The film won thirteen 
U.S. and international awards, including 
two Oscar Award nominations. Her first 
book, Growing Up X (Random House, 
2002), has won critical acclaim by nomi-
nation of NAACP Image Award for Out-
standing Non-Fiction Literary Work and 
United Press International book of the 
week. Her second book, Malcolm Little: 
The Boy Who Grew Up to Become Mal-
colm X (Simon Schuster, 2014) has just 
been released and already has 5 stars.
Ilyasah Al-Shabazz persists as a com-
mitted and compassionate community 
organizer, activist and author. Exten-
sive travels to Africa, the Middle East, 
Europe, the West Indies and throughout 
the United States inform her unique 
brand of lecturing about world his-
tory and culture to capacity audiences 
across the United States. “The example 
my parents set, both in and outside of 
our household, helped me to understand 
that we all have a specific purpose in 
life—to give back to society.”D

SHABAZZ, from p. 1

Citizens Co-op seeks board members,
invites public to potluck, speak-out

Citizens Co-op has still been struggling to recover from the needless firing of workers 
over a year ago and the negative publicity generated by that act. Currently the Board 
is well functioning, and includes one of the fired workers. What has been missing is 
customers and volunteers to get things back on track.
The annual general meeting of members of Citizens Co-op will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 24, in Meeting Room A of the Downtown Public Library. The meeting will begin 
promptly at 7 p.m. and will need to end at 8:30 p.m. This year there will be five seats 
up for election; three of these are producer rep, member rep and worker rep, which are 
one-year terms, and two are at-large seats, which are two-year terms. This year we want 
to emphasize paper ballot voting with the hope that those members who cannot make 
the annual general meeting will stop by the store and vote. Since some members may 
not be able to get into the store, we will send an absentee ballot electronically upon 
request. The election begins at the meeting with a chance to meet and talk to candidates 
and will continue until 8 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 4.
Any member is entitled to vote, but there is only one vote in the case of memberships 
held by more than one person. Any member may nominate another member to be on the 
ballot. The Board is currently meeting once a month and we are also volunteering in the 
store to reduce expenses and learn more about how our Co-op functions. Prospective 
Board members should be able to devote at least 5 hours per week to the Co-op.
There’s a potluck food-rent party speak-out and social to be held at the Civic Media Cen-
ter to raise funds for both the CMC and the Co-op, sort of an end of the month full moon 
(almost) rent party. This will be Saturday evening, Sept. 26, at 7 p.m. There are positive 
changes happening on the block and in the neighborhood with Wild Iris Books, Sequen-
tial Artists Workshop, and a new Tamale shop going in where Display was on the corner. 
Come visit Saturday evening or, if you are around, for ArtWalk on Friday, Sept. 25. D
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by Tana Silva
A proposed zoning overhaul in Gaines-
ville would reward speculation in the 
guise of redeveloping urban neighbor-
hoods—the last cheap real estate—around 
UF and downtown. Each neighborhood is 
unique, and all are gradually revitalizing.
With rezoning, multistory business and 
apartment buildings could replace houses 
and small yards, first and worst in the histori-
cally African American Fifth Avenue neigh-
borhood and eventually Porters and others.
From Brooklyn to San Francisco, the 
same fate has befallen once-affordable 
real neighborhoods and their distinct 

character. They become Disneyfied, the 
rich become richer, and longtime resi-
dents become refugees.
So far Gainesville city commissioners 
have wisely put off a crucial vote on the 
rezoning. Their next public workshop 
on it is September 30.
Existing code in Gainesville protects 
neighborhoods and fosters renovation 
while also permitting the hundreds of 
millions of dollars in new projects now 
under construction. Plenty of property on 
busy streets already is zoned for intense 
mixed uses to last far into the future.
And a renovation economy is flourish-
ing here and generally. In Canada a study 
showed its renovation sector outperform-
ing the economy as a whole.
Some top decision makers in town seem 
oblivious to this trend and absorbed in 
promoting a Silicon Valley image. They 
would do well to also notice the underbel-
ly of the volatile global tech sector, like 
San Jose’s homelessness and Disney’s 
sudden IT switch to visa workers.
The rezoning relates to corporate UF-
Shands-Innovation Square and Santa Fe 
College buying up nearby prime real estate. 
They have fought to keep it off local tax rolls 
and left a commercial dead zone along Sixth 
Street spilling onto University Avenue.
Theoretically, all this public expense will 
be compensated when more affluent peo-
ple live and shop in expensive new build-
ings around downtown. In the question-
able math behind it, each “direct” job at 

UF’s Innovation Hub, for example, some-
how multiplies into two to seven “sup-
porting” jobs in the community.
No word on actual bookkeeping or what 
happens to less favored workers, students, 
residents, landlords, professionals, entrepre-
neurs, contractors, and taxpayers in general.
Hype and stereotype have no place in 
public policy. A serious zoning overhaul 
demands careful analysis. But a previous 
city commission paid an Orlando compa-
ny to produce basically computer-gener-
ated rezoning with no meaningful analy-
sis or public input. It was scheduled to be 
adopted in May 2014. Outraged citizens 
objected, and some got their neighbor-
hoods removed from rezoning for now.
The fine print still would increase densi-
ties and allow lots 18 feet wide, so even 
a typical residential property could be 
subdivided into extremely narrow lots. 
It would do away with area plans citi-
zens worked with government for years 
to craft. It would grant irrevocable rights 
to develop properties to the max and give 
city staff more authority to approve de-
velopments. Once it’s adopted, there 
would be no going back.
The zoning overhaul falls now to the city 
commission, which is chronically over-
loaded with complex issues in numbingly 
long meetings. Current commissioners 
have recognized the huge consequences of 
rezoning. The mayor has asked what’s the 
hurry and kept the conversation alive, next 
on September 30 at Thelma Bolton Center.
There’s still time to speak up for neigh-
borhoods, the local economy, and citi-
zens’ continuing rights to participate in 
development decisions. City commission-
ers need to hear fresh voices, in person, at 
meetings, and by phone, mail, email, peti-
tion, and social media.
A folder and flash drive of rezoning emails, 
maps, petitions, articles, and details as well 
as the book “Urban Planning and the Af-
rican American Community: In the Shad-
ows” are available at the CMC.  D

Proposed zoning overhaul threatens Gainesville neighborhoods

Subscribe $30/year

A destination game store and parlor.
4205 NW 16th Blvd Gainesville FL 32605   352-378-PLAY (7529)

Find us online at gainesvilletabletop.com and Facebook

HOUSE FOR RENT
3-bedroom, 2-bath house available 
now. NW 10th Ave. near 13th St. 
Washer/dryer, large kitchen & living 
room, two other rooms contain 
archival Gville movement storage 
-- limited access for now, Off-street 
parking, Pets OK, No smoking, 
Lease, $850/month. 
Contact Giardina 212-989-2109.
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by Katie Walters
Surrounded by close friends and family, Pat Fitzpatrick passed 
away on August 3, 2015, at the Malcolm Randall VA Medical 
Center after a long bout with liver disease. He was 65 years old. 
He will be celebrated by his two children, Dan and Katie, his 
two sisters Katherine and Nora, and many close friends.
Pat was a lifetime agitator and advocate for the poor and un-
derrepresented. As his bandmate and friend Jon Decarmine 
expressed, “He was an incredible guy with a huge heart and a 
knack for making social justice work absurd and hilarious.” 
A co-founder of Home Van (a mobile soup-kitchen and free 
store), he lived as a secular Franciscan — Catholic laypeople 
who live poor and work with the poor. Pat did what many talk 
about, or deem theoretically important, he “went to the people.” 
Pat and his signs demanding the city “Feed Everyone” were reg-
ular fixtures at city commission meetings. He had no patience 
when peoples’ needs were being ignored — seen by his frequent 
outbursts at city commission meetings, which often got him 
thrown out. Despite his true and deep anger toward the injustice 
of the world, at the heart of that was love and respect for people.
Pat was born in Deland, Florida, in 1949. He joined the Air 
Force and after getting out in 1974, got his bachelor’s degree in 
history from UCF. He then joined Vista (AmeriCorps Volunteers 
In Service To America) and was sent down to the Everglades 
area to work with farmworkers. This experience shaped his life. 
As Pat recounted, “We can go without seeing poverty all our 
lives because of the segregation of the rich and the poor in this 
country. I got down and saw this deal with the migrant farm 
workers. I saw how little they paid them, how hard they worked, 
and then they had company stores that they went to… I saw the 
situation, and it’s horrifying. I call it brutal poverty.”
During his time with Vista, Pat worked in Immokalee, Clew-
iston, Morehaven, and all around Lake Okeechobee. Pat even-
tually became a contract administrator with the United Farm 
Workers. After years of working with cases of slavery and 
abuse with migrant farmworkers, he went to UF to get a mas-
ter’s degree in rehabilitation counseling. 
He returned to the Everglades area to work with Florida Co-
alition against Hunger. He then got a master’s degree in so-
cial work from FSU. Pat explained he “got a degree in social 
work to see how the system worked.” He moved to Gaines-
ville again in the 1990s, desiring his children to grow up in a 
progressive area, and worked as a drug counselor in a prison 
for 11 years, until the prison drug abuse program was priva-
tized and many were laid off.
His friend and ex-wife Karen Epple remembers, “I met Pat at the 
AFDC/ Food Stamp office where I worked, in Immokalee, FL. 
He was working with recent immigrants and hanging out with 
his farmworker union friends. 
I was inspired by his passion for the downtrodden and forgotten 
people in the world and his outrage towards the people who ex-
ploit them. Pat always gravitated to the social justice radicals in 
any setting, and got arrested in Tallahassee, for sitting in at Rep 
Don Fuqua’s office protesting aid to the Nicaraguan Contras. He 
was also arrested in Gainesville during that time, for protesting the 
death penalty when Justice Renquist was speaking at UF. Pat has 

been strongly opposed to the death penalty, as long as I knew him, 
another form of brutal injustice against the poor and minorities. 
We have been friends for 33 years, were married for 11 years. 
I joke that he was a better friend than a husband, but he always 
loved his children and was a good father, and we both agreed 
that they were the best thing we did together.”
The documentary film “Civil Indigent” follows Pat’s fight against 
the meal limit placed on the St. Francis House in downtown 
Gainesville (the limit was removed in 2011). The film describes 
his three runs for city commission, with his son Dan at his side 
as his campaign treasurer, as one way he called attention to and 
demanded action on issues that affect the homeless community. 
In 2012 he was awarded the MLK Hall of Fame Award for this 
work. In 2013 he received a Lifetime Achievement Award for 
his work with the homeless. In 2000 he received a Recognition 
Award for his dedicated work with tobacco use prevention and 
cessation. He continued his efforts to help the homeless and to 
provide tobacco cessation counseling just prior to his death.
Pat didn’t take no for an answer, and often referred with a smile 
to a grade school report card that stated he “talks too much and 
disturbs others.” This was engraved on his grave marker, as he 
had requested. He was buried in a green burial at the Prairie 
Creek Conservation Cemetery, where a memorial celebration of 
life was held. Many friends and family members gathered to 
share stories and play music in honor of Pat. His effect on our 
community will live on in the hearts and work of all whom he 
touched, pushed, and inspired. D

Francis ‘Pat’ Fitzpatrick made social work ‘absurd and hilarious’
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by Susan Bottcher
In 2010 more than 60 percent of Floridians 
voted for two constitutional amendments that 
would require the end of gerrymandering. 
We sent a clear message to Tallahassee that 
We The People should chose our elected rep-
resentatives, not the other way around where 
entrenched politicians pick their voters.
The Republican legislature ignored and dis-
respected the will of The People. Instead they 
used their political operatives to draw and 
submit illegal maps that they then embraced 
and passed into law. We are fortunate to have 
three organizations, Fair Districts Now, the 
Florida League of Women Voters and Com-
mon Cause, who filed lawsuits to prevent the 
illegal maps from being implemented.
As those lawsuits have made their way 
through the courts corruption has been re-
vealed. Leon County Circuit Court Judge 
Terry Lewis said the work by the political 
operatives had “the taint of unconstitutional 
intent.” Republican legislators were scolded 
by the courts for acting far outside the Sun-
shine —deleting emails and other commu-
nications between them, their staff and the 
operatives they worked with. An editorial in 
the Bradenton Herald called it all a decep-
tion with “paranoid secrecy in the opera-
tion.” Last month the state senate admitted 
the senate maps were unconstitutional and 
promised (but has yet to deliver) to redraw 
them in accordance with the law.
The political operatives subpoenaed and 
named in court documents are residents of 
the Gainesville area and have a deep his-
tory of political activism here. It starts with 
Pat Bainter, owner of local Republican 
political polling and consulting firm Data 
Targeting. Then there’s Bainter’s right 
hand man Stafford Jones, chair of the Ala-
chua County Republican Party. Employees 
from Jones’ other enterprise, Electioneer-
ing Consulting, were named in court docu-
ments as well. Jones also manages nearly 
three dozen conservative Political Com-
mittees in Florida controlling approxi-
mately $30 million. Another operative is 
Alex Patton who owns Ozean Media, a po-
litical consulting and marketing firm. Pat-
ton and Jones co-founded a political poll-
ing company called War Room Logistics.
Together with all these resources (which 
includes the Florida GOP) they are a 
powerful political beast with tentacles 
throughout the state. They have all the 
necessary components to successfully 
buy and sell politicians, influence public 

policy and mask their activities so you 
and I can’t see what’s happening. They 
are masters at obscuring the truth, creat-
ing controversy and manufacturing crises.
Case in point: With staggering arrogance 
Jones just filed a case in federal court chal-
lenging the Fair Districts amendments as 
unconstitutional. One of the other “plaintiffs” 
named in their suit is an organization recently 
created by Jones called the Conservative Co-
alition for Free Speech and Association. The 
co-founders include Pat Bainter and one of 
his Data Targeting employees, Matt Mitchell. 
Their strategy is clear: obscure and distract 
the public by accusing your accusers of the 
very thing you are guilty of.
Stafford Jones and his associates claim 
their involvement in the redistricting 

scandal has been as ordinary citizens ex-
ercising their First Amendment right of 
free speech. Don’t buy that B.S. When 
you make your living running a multi-
million dollar political enterprise that 
consults, orchestrates and finances cam-
paigns, as they have done for years, you 
are not ordinary civilians.
Remember what Jon Stewart said in the 
final edition of The Daily Show: The best 
defense against the B.S. is vigilance.
The race for the Mayor’s seat is this com-
ing March. Jones and the GOP cabal are 
desperate to keep their tea party mayor in 
office. They will do anything to win and 
it is up to us to call out and fight the B.S. 
Be vigilant. Be informed. Be involved.
And be sure to vote. D

Redistricting corruption in Florida

For related information on redistricting, see these links:
“The legislature that can’t draw straight” by Daniel Ruth 
http://www.tampabay.com/opinion/columns/ruth-the-legislature-that-cant-draw-
straight/2242933
“Fair District Amendments stating to make an impact” by Paula Dockery
http://pauladockery.com/2014/06/fair-district-amendments-starting-to-make-an-impact/
“Fair Districts Amendments having desired effect four years late” by Paula Dockery 
http://pauladockery.com/2015/08/fair-district-amendments-having-desired-effect-
four-years-late/
“Is it time for an independent redistricting commission?” by Paula Dockery 
http://www.floridatoday.com/story/opinion/2015/07/18/dockery-time-independent-
redistricting-commission/30305939/
“Sen. Bill Nelson calls for independent redistricting commission for Florida” 
http://www.tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz-florida-politics/senator-nelson-calls-for-
independent-redistricting-commission-for-florida/2243557
“Democrats push independent  commission amid redistricting mess”
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/os-redistricting-debacle-commis-
sion-20150830-story.html
 Fair Districts Now
https://www.fairdistrictsnow.org/contribute/  D

Global March for elephants, rhinos
Elephantopia is participating in the third annual Global March for Elephants and Rhi-
nos this October 3 and 4. We are hosting a benefit concert at First Magnitude Brewing 
from 4–7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 3, featuring live bands (Blue Slammers and Melting 
Funk Pot), an opportunity to sign a letter to Florida legislature calling for an ivory ban, 
and raffle to support an orphaned elephant in Zambia at the GRI - Elephant Orphanage 
Project. This event is FREE and open to the public.
Come out on Sunday, Oct. 4, at 10:30 a.m. to march through Gainesville with Conser-
vation Initiative for the Asian Elephant — we begin at Plaza de Americas at UF.
For more information, visit http://elephantopia.org/event/global-march-for-elephants-
and-rhinos-2015/. The Gainesville event is on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
events/1564058527210604/.
Not in Florida? Find a city near you: www.march4elephantsandrhinos.orga/. D
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Editors’ picks: the news that didn’t fit
D A Visit to the Sweat Lodge: The Barrett 
BrownReview of Arts and Letters and Prison
Yet another of Obama’s whistleblower-prisoners keeps up 
his sense of style and defiance from behind bars.
https://theintercept.com/2015/07/16/barrett-brown-
review-prison/
D ‘Victory for the People’ as Guatemalan 
President Resigns in Disgrace
U .S .-backed Otto Pérez Molina stepped down over 
corruption charges; Guatemalans say his crimes include 
torture, genocide .
http://www.commondreams.org/news/2015/09/03/
victory-people-guatemalan-president-resigns-disgrace-0
D Baghdad Burning
Blog post from Riverbend on April 9, 2013, marking the 
10-year anniversary of the fall of Baghdad . Riverbend 
wrote her blog from Iraq and focuses on war, politics, 
and occupation . She had not posted anything since 2007 
when the April 9, 2013 post popped up . She has not 
posted since .
http://riverbendblog.blogspot.com/

D Cops Gun Down un-Armed Journalist’s Career
LA Times fires Ted Rall — evidence blows up in newspaper’s 
face .
http://www.gregpalast.com/cops-gun-down-un-armed-
journalists-career-la-times-fires-ted-rall-evidence-blows-up-
in-newspapers-face/

D Florida Civil Rights Restoration Slows to a Trickle
The Legislature is loosening its get-tough-on-crime attitude, 
allowing more non-violent juveniles to avoid felony records . 
Figures show Governor Rick Scott and the Cabinet are going 
in the opposite direction when it comes to restoring civil 
rights for ex-felons . 
http://news.wfsu.org/post/civil-rights-restoration-slows-
trickle

D Watching the Public Schools
The Florida League of Women Voters has launched a new 
blog to track public schools and the “reforms” turning them 
into testing-centered regurgitation factories:
http://lwveducation.com/ D

GALLERY TOUR BEGINS AT 7:00PM
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Civic Media Center Events
September 2015

433 S. Main Street  373-0010  
Park just to the south at SE 5th Ave., (see sign), or after 7pm 
at the courthouse (just north of 4th Ave.), or GRU (2 blocks 
east of CMC). Check website for details, additional events.

TRAVIS, from p. 9
we shared travel stories, traded recordings, compared Telecasters, 
and I did get to know him. He was fiercely independent and yet 
almost supernaturally kind. It used to frustrate me how impossible it 
seemed to get him angry. 
I remember the way he would be off in his own world and suddenly 
half-grab his belly and laugh when one of us finally said something 
clever enough to get a reaction. I remember when you surprised him 
he would do this dazed, head-bobbling façade of shock and then 
deliberately look at you and say “yes” with that trademark smile. 
There are many of these things, each seeming so important now to 
remember. I remember several dark periods when I had not seen him 
for a while. Suddenly Travis would call to hang out. He had a sense 
for those things. 
I always felt like I was letting him down by letting myself get down. He 
had a way of being supportive and non-judgmental, while also having 
high expectations. He expected his friends to do the hard work of being 
a well-informed, aware person, with a responsibility to become who 
you needed to be and to help others do the same. 
All of this makes it so hard now, wishing that someone could have 
eased his burden. We have lost a remarkable person, a true individual 
in a world of followers. We have lost a rare example of an enlightened 
person. Now I have only memories, and a volume of Flannery O’ 
Connor with a picture of Travis taped in the cover.
FROM JEREMY MERRITT:
I first met Travis when I moved to Gainesville in 1998. He was doing 
the zine library at the CMC and was always so friendly when I’d see 
him. Years later I ended up working at the Alachua County Library 
District and when I moved to the HQ Branch downtown in Technical 
Services, Travis was working in Adult Services. 
My day was always better after bumping into him. When engaging 
in conversation he made you feel like the only person in the world. 
He seemed so focused on that moment and non-judgmental, that it 
was a real treat to interact with him. For a few years I was the AV 
Library Assistant, and when the monthly DVD and poster for one of 
Travis’s programs came in, I always looked forward to bringing it 
to his desk, hoping he was there rather than “working the desk” (the 
upstairs Reference Desk). 
Whenever we’d be leaving the library at the same time I would get 
caught up on the latest about his band or another project he was 
working on and vice versa. I’d never fail to come away from an 
interaction with him feeling like even if I was having a lousy day, 
it just turned into a pretty decent day. He left you with a feeling of 
positivity and camaraderie. 
For a while he was the only other vegan at the library I was aware of 
and one of the few who displayed their tattoos openly. He was also 
one of the library Union Stewards and helped push for a statement 
of support for LGBT rights within the Union. 
When other co-workers tried to encourage me to go back to school 
and get my Masters in Library Science, knowing there were “outside 
the box” librarians like Travis made me strongly consider it. While I 
ended up going another route for now, I can’t rule out that I won’t one 
day go back to get that degree, in part because of awesome librarians 
like Travis. Interacting with him was perhaps best described by the 
Maya Angelou quote “At the end of the day people won’t remember 
what you said... they will remember how you made them feel.” 

Thank you, Travis. D
D In Memory of Travis Fristoe

http://maximumrocknroll.com/in-memory-of-travis-fristoe/

Every Thursday is the Volunteer Meeting at 5:30pm
Every Thursday is Poetry Jam at 8pm

Detail of events on CMC website 
<www.civicmediacenter.org>

Wed, 9/9  Mellow Soul @ CMC, 8pm
Thu, 9/10  Radical Rush Orientation Meeting, 6pm
Fri, 9/11 Sinister Wisdom Release Party, 6pm
Sun, 9/13  West African Dance Class, 5pm, $5-10 sug. don.
Mon, 9/14  Radical Rush @ Santa Fe’s Oak Grove, 11am-2pm
 Film Screening: Targeting Iran, 7pm, $3-5 sug. don.
Wed, 9/16  Radical Rush @ UF’s Plaza of the Americas, 11am-2pm
 Citizen's Co-op and the Sundgren Chiropractic Health 

Center Health Workshop, 5-6pm
 Loudd Conversations: Race, Poverty and the Public 

Defender, 7:30pm
Thu, 9/17  Radical Rush @ UF’s Plaza of the Americas,11am-2pm
Fri, 9/18  Radical Rush Social @ Boca Fiesta, 7pm
Sat, 9/19  CMC & Wild Iris Kid’s Day, 12pm-4pm
Sun, 9/20  West African Dance Class, 5pm $5-10 sug. don.
Mon, 9/21  Screening “Spook Who Sat by the Door,” 7pm, $3-5 

sug. don.
  LIVE MUSIC: U.S. Nero, 10pm
Sat, 9/26  Wild Iris hosts Free Store @ CMC, 2pm-6pm
  CMC & Co-op Pot-Luck  Rent Party Social and Speak-

out,  7pm-9pm
Sun, 9/27 West African Dance Class, 5pm, $5-10 sug. don.
Mon, 9/28 Screening “It Happened Here,” 7pm, $3-5 sug. don. 
Sat, 10/3  Activism Panel: “Then and Now: Elders and New 

Generation Speak,” 12-4pm
  Travis Fristoe Zine Library Dedication, 7-9pm
Mon, 10/5  Screening “Concerning Violence,” 7pm, $3-5 sug. don.
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WGOT-LP 94.7 FM       
Soon to be at 100.1 

Gainesville's Progressive Community 
Radio Station WGOT is on the air

Check out wgot.org for upcoming events 
and a detailed schedule.

We are streaming 24/7 using Shoutcast. You can find the 
WGOT stream under the Shoutcast directory. 

To listen from your iOS, Android, or Blackberry mobile 
device, you can use any radio streaming apps such as 
Tune In. We are listed in iTunes Radio under the Eclectic 
category. Direct feed at www.wgot.org/listen/. 

94.7 is a Low Power FM station with a transmitter at NW 39th Ave and I-75, 
so best reception is within 5 miles, but many people are able to pick up the 
station in their car. 

Questions? Comments? E-mail us at info@wgot.org.

The loud, clear, honest, grassroots radio voice of Gainesville

    Democracy NOW! airs  
    Mon.-Fri. 1 p.m. and 8 p.m.

GROWRADIO.org  
programming schedule
Grow Radio is a listener-supported, 
Gainesville-based Internet radio sta-
tion that provides community members 
an opportunity to create and manage 
engaging, educational, informative, 
locally-generated programming to pro-
mote fine, musical and visual arts and 
humanities for the enrichment of the 
Gainesville community.
Grow Radio will be changing format 
in 2015, moving from live-streaming, 
freeform programming to a podcast-
only format. 
The following schedule is subject 
to change, and not all programs 
are broadcast each week. Check 
growradio.org for updates. 
Sun 5 pm Joe and Craig Show
Mon 5 pm Street Nuts
 7 pm Malum
 8 pm The Sum of Your Life
Tue 10 am The Serene City
 4 pm Copyright Issue
 6 am Your Used To Be  
 8 pm Lost Sharks
Wed  12 am Pyramid Society 64
 9 am Sax and Violins
 1 pm The 2nd Ave. Shuffle
 3 pm The Quiet City
 5 pm An Average Day
 7 pm Homebrew Talk
 9 pm The Otherness
Thu 12 pm Things Be Blowin’
 2 pm The Breakup Song
 4 pm Hope & Anchor
 6 pm No Filler
 8 pm florida rules
 10 pm Eagle Death
Fri 3 pm Ectasy To Frenzy
 5 pm Artichokeification 
 7 pm Jazzville
 9 pm Bag of Tricks
Sat 3 pm Brazillian Commando
 7 pm Planet of Sound
 9 pm Reality Bites  D

Please support the CMC in whatever way you can: volunteering, 
memberships, donations, ideas, and attendance at our events.

Save the date: 
CMC Anniversary Party is on Sat., Oct 17 

at First Magnitude Brewing Company!  
Music, food, drawings and celebration. 

And great beer!

GRASSROOTS SUPPORT KEEPS IT GOING

www.civicmediacenter.org
coordinators@civicmediacenter.org
352-373-0010
433 S. Main St., Gainesville 32601

“There’s enormous progressive activism and, more often than 
not, success at the grassroots level -- everything from living 
wage campaigns to efforts to finance our elections are having 
terrific success.”    - Jim Hightower
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Transcript edited by Pierce Butler.
This is the 29th in a series of transcript 
excerpts from the Samuel Proctor Oral 
History Program collection at the 
University of Florida .
Hernan Vera was interviewed by Diana 
Gonzalez-Tennant [G] in 2009.
V:    I was born on February 16th, 1937 – 
seventy-two years ago – in Santiago, Chile. 
I went to several schools. By age 16 or 17 
I was fluent in both Spanish and English 
and had a limited fluency in French. My 
second school was St. Georges College—
Colegió San Jorge. I started there around 
1946 and graduated in 1954. Then I went 
into Law School of Universidad de Chile, 
became a lawyer in 1962, got married in 
1963 to Maria Inez Concha Gutierrez, my 
wife of today, and we had three children. I 
am retired, after 33 years of teaching soci-
ology at the University of Florida.
I was getting ready to return to Chile, 
after getting a PhD in sociology, when a 
military coup on 9-11-1973 took place, 
and it was advisable in the view of all of 
our families and friends that we should 
stay in the US. We had come here in 1968 
with a residence visa so we could work 
and stay without any problems. 
In 1976, we became American citizens. 
To everyone’s surprise, the government 
of the military junta led by Augusto Pi-
nochet was quite violent and brutal in re-
pressing everyone. Pinochet engaged in 
what today we call genocide. He wanted 
to eliminate everyone who thought differ-
ent from him. I am a strong believer in de-
mocracy, and justice, and freedoms, there 
was none of that in the government of 
Chile at the time. So we stayed in Gaines-
ville. I had a couple of other offers — but 
Gainesville was nearest to Chile.
G:    Could you elaborate on where you 
completed your degrees?
V:    Chilean high schools are very differ-
ent from high schools in the United States. 
We graduate having had three years of 
philosophy and three years of political sci-
ence, you would call them here social sci-
ences. I had five years of law school. After 
that, you get an academic degree, called a 
license in juridical and social sciences in 
my case. With that, you have to go to court 
and defend people—actually act as a pub-
lic defender—for free, for six months or 
a year. After that, you swear, as a lawyer, 
before the Chilean Supreme Court. 

I was employed by the Banco de Chile, at 
the time the biggest bank in Chile. I very 
naïvely decided I didn’t want to defend the 
rich against the poor, so I ended up in 1965-
67, being director of personnel to the Grand 
Reform Corporation.  
At the end of 1964 Eduardo Frei Montalva 
was elected president of Chile in what he 
called ‘A Revolution in Liberty.’ I was di-
rector of personnel of the Grand Reform 
when I was invited to teach political sci-
ence at the University of Notre Dame, so 
I came here as a full professor. I started 
teaching here in the fall of 1968.

I came [to UF] as an assistant professor 
of sociology. Five years later, by some 
entanglement in the process, I was denied 
tenure and promotion, which I was given 
the next year. I became a full professor in 
1995, and I retired in 2007.
I was making 4,000 dollars less than the 
less paid assistant professor in my depart-
ment when I was promoted to full profes-
sor. There’s no doubt in my mind that it 
was racial, or ethnic, whatever you want to 
call it—discrimination. Latinos make less 
money in the same position than Anglos, or 
non-Latinos. Traditionally administrators 
defend themselves by saying, “Oh, it’s not 
discrimination, it’s just that they are worth 
less in terms of their productivity.”  
In this particular study they controlled for 
all the variables that administration usual-
ly bring forth as explanations. They found 
that it wasn’t true that Latinos were less 
productive, that Latinos published in less 
important outlets, that Latinos published 
less, that they were not as good teach-
ers, et cetera. Latinos were either entirely 
comparable or better than their non-Latino 

counterparts. The University of Florida is 
no exception to this national illness of ra-
cial discrimination.
I joined when the union began in 1976. I 
didn’t know much about unions in the United 
States, I considered myself more of a conser-
vative leaning scholar, than anything else. 
But it was, as I saw it, an act of solidarity. It 
was something you did for your colleagues.
In the years that I was here, there was no 
other organization that fought for the rights 
of women, or the rights of minorities like the 
union did. It’s not just an idiosyncrasy of who 
happens to be president; the union stands for 
equalities, for democracy, for justice.
I was president of the union two years. 
Practically every week I had a memorable 
experience. The most memorable now 
is on February 16, 1985. At 7am I got a 
phone call from a journalist for the Gaines-
ville Sun. She said, 

“... we have information that the UF Ad-
ministration has a hit-list: A list of pro-
fessors that are going to be repressed, 
targeted to be silenced as much as pos-
sible. Do you know of any such list?” 
I said, “No, this is way off anything I would 
dream about in my worst nightmares.” 

She said, “Well, there is such a list.” She 
read me pieces of the minutes of the Cham-
ber of Commerce meeting that had taken 
place that week or the week before, in 
which John Shroepfer, who used to be an 
FBI agent and then he retired and opened 
a bar, told the Chamber of Commerce that 
he had met with Marshall Criser [8th presi-
dent of UF, 1984–1989], and that Criser had 
committed to this list of kind of infantile 
things, that he would give orders to chairs, 
for example, to go to meetings at which 
professors were going to appear, saying 
the opposite. That ‘opposite’ was what the 
Chamber of Commerce wanted them to say, 
kind of a scientific opinion under command.

Did this happen? At least once it did. 
One chair did show up at a meeting—I 
was one of the professors who went—
and he spoke against the professor. 
Whether this was by chance or whether 
it was commanded by President Criser 
it’s anyone’s guess. But it did happen. 
Another teacher, Grant Thrall [geog-
raphy professor at UF], came before 
the Board of Regents a couple of years 
later to say that all that was said at that 
meeting had come to pass, in his case. 

History and the people who make it: Hernan Vera
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President Criser resigned a couple of 
weeks after that. 

We are a union of academicians, so we re-
acted academically. We had this national 
conference on academic freedom. It was 
reported in The New Yorker. The people 
who came were several causes célèbres – 
famous cases of academic freedom like 
Bartell Oman, [and] a historian from 
Princeton, who wrote about the support 
for Hitler of certain corporations. Twenty 
or thirty papers were delivered. It wasn’t 
easy to get the Gainesville Sun to report 
on it. I had to call the editor of the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution and get him to assign 
a journalist from that paper. ... that paper 
would report it, and then the Sun would re-
port it.  For this conference the Gainesville 
Sun reported a week late, because I got the 
paper in Jacksonville to report it first.
The union did send a letter, signed by me, 
to President Criser, telling him: “Dear 
President Criser, you have told us what did 
not happen. Mr. Shroepfer has come out 
in the press and said that he embellished 
what he said before the Board. And you 
have said that you never promised to in-
terfere with academic freedom of the pro-
fessors... This letter is to ask you: What 
did happen?” We got a letter back within 
a week, saying, “Concerning your letter of 
such-a-date, I must decline.” So he refused 
to tell us what did happen at the meeting 
with Mr. Shroepfer and the Chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce.
The McCarthy Era hit this University very 
hard. Many people left, rather than being 
dragged through the mud, being accused 
as communists. One of my mentors, an 
Assistant Professor, left the University of 
Florida and started working in advertise-
ment, rather than be accused of being a 
communist. I don’t know whether he was, 
I don’t care! That’s the beauty of America, 
you don’t need to tell anyone what you are 
or what you are not.
Right after that, this university went 
through the Johns Committee [named af-
ter Charley Johns, Florida state senator 
who led the committee]. After 1955, after 
the Brown v. Topeka decision, in which 
segregation was declared illegal, a group 
of right-wing legislators decided to inves-
tigate the connections between Fidel Cas-
tro and Martin Luther King. 
A group of young lawyers teaching at the 
University of Florida eventually got an 
injunction against that investigation. That 
is illegal to do in the United States—you 
cannot investigate people’s ideas! The 

meaning of freedom is that you can associ-
ate with whoever you want, whenever you 
want, until you have any criminal intents. 
They ended up in the State Supreme Court, 
and they won. So the legislators trans-
formed the Johns Committee to investi-
gate homosexuality in the state university 
system. The Johns Committee would turn 
in at different universities, would ask the 
Sheriff, call the following professors. The 
sheriff would go and knock on the door of 
a class and say, “Professor ,come with me, 
the Johns Committee wants you,” which 
was terribly embarrassing, because it 
meant that you were being investigated for 
the possibility that you were homosexual. 
When this happened for several weeks, 
someone told the professors, “When the 
Sheriff says ‘Come with me before the Johns 
Committee’, ask him if he has a warrant. And 
if he doesn’t, say ‘Go fry eggs, and when you 
have the warrant, come back’.” 
That kind of ended investigations on cam-
puses. We do not know if the people who 
left, left out of contempt for the school, or 
out of fear for the investigation. Some his-
torians say that eighteen faculty left, other 
people say six faculty left as a result of the 
Johns Committee. 
Eventually, the Johns Committee published 
a purple pamphlet, with photographs of ho-
mosexual boys—supposedly—exhibited in 
Fort Lauderdale’s strip. There appears to be 
a strip in Fort Lauderdale where are the strip 
joints and the homosexual clubs, etc, so 
they took some pictures, and those pictures 
are in this pamphlet. Some lawyers say that 
it’s the only pornographic document pub-
lished by a legislature.
The year before I came, the AAUP—Amer-
ican Association of University Professors—
had censured the University of Florida on a 
number of cases that involved ideological 
and racial discrimination. That’s a long sto-
ry better read in the book, The Berkeley of 
the South by Marshall [Jones].
G:     Did your involvement in the Union 
strain or help any relationships, profes-
sional or personal?
V:     When I joined the union I was feeling 
very isolated. In part because of my heavy 
accent, in part because of my ethnicity, in 
part because of I don’t know. I did a type 
of sociology which they didn’t practice. So 
my joining the union was a fantastic breath 
of fresh air for me. I just loved it.
My productivity, in terms of papers pub-
lished, books published, increased almost 
two-fold. In the first years that I was here be-

fore I joined the union I published one book, 
and maybe twenty, twenty-five articles. After 
I joined the union I ended up with ten books 
and a hundred articles, or thereabouts.
When there was no union at the University 
of Florida, administrators could hire and 
fire whoever they wanted. And they did. 
In 1973, all black teachers and all gradu-
ate students resigned from the University 
of Florida, in disgust of the racist practice 
of the university. If we don’t have a union, 
we don’t have any rights.
Tenure is an important right of academicians. 
Regardless of the subject we teach we’re al-
ways going to have some students who are 
going to hate us because of something we 
say. If that’s not the case, it means that we’re 
not good teachers. One of my mentors used 
to tell me that he liked me as a teacher be-
cause I could be trusted to split the course 
in half every time I spoke. One half would 
love me, one half hated me. When you teach 
something like sociology, or anthropology, 
or political science—that’s what you should 
be doing. Without tenure that is very difficult 
to do. Without tenure it’s very difficult to get 
people to do anything. 
One of my students is a chair, in the univer-
sity in the west coast – the tenth university 
that has no tenure. No one wants to do any-
thing. They are asked to serve on commit-
tees and “No, no sorry I have to finish my 
papers.” People don’t participate, don’t want 
to belong, because they know they are going 
to be let go if they don’t have their papers, 
and their own self-enhancement going. 
In my experience, unions are indispens-
able on academic campuses. Those who 
oppose unions are normally very preju-
diced people, who either don’t know what 
unions are about, or have an ideological 
belief which is reactionary. Unions have 
been a part of American democracy since 
the 1930’s. That’s a long haul. There are 
movies, books, all kinds of things against 
them, and they still survive.
See  to http://ufdc.ufl.edu/l/
AA00034811/00001/citation
for the full transcript of this interview .
The Samuel Proctor Oral History 
Program believes that listening carefully 
to first-person narratives can change the 
way we understand history, from scholarly 
questions to public policy. SPOHP needs 
the public’s help to sustain and build 
upon its research, teaching, and service 
missions: even small donations can make 
a big difference in SPOHP’s ability to 
gather, preserve, and promote history for 
future generations . D
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Notice to readers: If there is inaccurate 
information in this list, please let us know . If 
you are connected to an organization listed 
here, please check and update so others can 
be accurately informed about your contact 
information. Thank you.

Art Lab is for artists who continually expand 
skills and knowledge. Comprised of makers from 
a range of mediums (e.g. forged iron, spun wool, 
graphic design). Technique workshops, artist 
talks/critiques, professional practices meetings, 
critical thinking discussions. GainesvilleArtLab@
gmail.com. http://GainesvilleArtLab.org

Alachua Conservation Trust, Inc. Protecting 
North Central Florida’s natural, scenic, 
historic & recreational resources for over 25 
years. ACT is the 2013 national Land Trust 
Excellence award recipient. 352-373-1078. 
AlachuaConservationTrust.org

Alachua County Green Party Part of a 
worldwide movement built out of four interrelated 
social pillars that support its politics: the peace, 
civil rights, environmental and labor movements. 
alachuagreens.weebly.com, alachuagreens@gmail.
com, 352-222-3449.

Alachua County Labor Coalition meets 
monthly and organizes to support local labor 
and advance the national campaign for universal, 
single-payer health care. Memberships are $20/
year. Contact: http://laborcoalition.org/, info@
laborcoalition.org, 352-375-2832, PO Box 
12051, Gainesville, FL 32604

American Civil Liberties Union Currently no 
local chapter. For info on forming a new chapter, 
or ACLU info, contact Jax office 904-353-7600 
or bstandly@aclufl.org

Amnesty International UF campus chapter 
of worldwide human rights movement; www.
facebook.com/ufamnesty or UFAmnesty@
gmail.com.

Avian Research and Conservation Institute 
(ARCI) Non-profit research organization 
working to stimulate conservation action to save 
threatened species of birds in the southeastern 
U.S., www.arcinst.org.

Citizens Climate Lobby (Gainesville Chapter) 
provides education/activist opportunities to 
bring about a stable climate. Meetings are on the 
Wednesday after the first Saturday of each month at 
12:30, at Vine Bread & Pasta place at 627 N. Main 
St. 352-672-4327, www.citizensclimatelobby.org, 
cclgainesville@gmail.com

Civic Media Center Alternative reading room 
and library of the non-corporate press, and a 
resource and space for organizing. 352-373-
0010, www.civicmediacenter.org. 

The Coalition of Hispanics Integrating 
Spanish Speakers through Advocacy and 
Service (CHISPAS) Student-run group at UF. 
www.chispasuf.org

Code Pink: Women for Peace Women-led 
grassroots peace and social justice movement 
utilizing creative protest, non-violent direct action 
and community involvement. CodePink4Peace.
org, jacquebetz@gmail.com. 

The Community Weatherization Coalition is 
a grassroots community coalition whose mission 
is to improve home weatherization and energy ef-
ficiency for low-income households through edu-
cation, volunteer work projects and community-
building. The CWC welcomes new volunteers to 
get involved in a variety of ways, from performing 
audits, to PR/Graphics and more. Contact: 352-
450-4965 or cwc@communityweatherization.net

Conservation Trust for Florida, Inc. Non-
profit land trust working to protect Florida’s rural 
landscapes, wildlife corridors and natural areas. 
352-466-1178, Conserveflorida.org

Democratic Party of Alachua County Meetings 
held the second Wednesday each month at 7 
p.m. in the 2nd floor auditorium of the County 
Administration Building at SE 1st St. and 
University Ave. Office is at 901 NW 8th Ave., 
352-373-1730, alachuadems.org.

Edible Plant Project Local collective to create 
a revolution through edible and food-producing 
plants. 561-236-2262 www.EdiblePlantProject.org.

Families Against Mandatory Minimums Work 
to reform Florida's sentencing laws and restore 
fairness to Florida's criminal justice system. PO 
Box 142933, Gainesville, FL 32614, gnewburn@
famm.org. 352-682-2542

The Fine Print Independent, critically thinking 
outlet for political, social and arts coverage 
through local, in-depth reporting for Gainesville’s 
students. www.thefineprintuf.org. 

Florida School of Traditional Midwifery A 
clearinghouse for information, activities and 
educational programs. 352-338-0766 www.
midwiferyschool.org

Florida Defenders of the Environment works to 
protect freshwater resources, conserve public lands, 
and provide quality environmentaleducation since 
1969, 352-475-1119, Fladefenders.org

Gainesville Area AIDS Project provides 
toiletries, household cleaners, hot meals, frozen 
food at no cost to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
www.gaaponline.org, info@gaaponline.org, 
352-373-4227, Open Tuesdays 10-1 and last 
Friday of month 5-7.

Gainesville Citizens for Alternatives to 
Death Penalty works to abolish the death 
penalty. Join vigils when Florida has an ex-
ecution. Meets first Tuesday every month at 

St. Augustine Church & Catholic Student 
Center (1738 W. Univ. Ave.) 352-284-1749,  
www.fadp.org.

Gainesville Food Not Bombs Local chapter 
of loose-knit group of collectives worldwide 
who prepare and share free, vegan/vegetarian, 
healthy, home-cooked meals made from local 
surplus with all who are hungry. Meals at 3 
p.m. Sundays at Bo Diddly Community Plaza. 
Prep starts at 11 am. Get in touch if you’d 
like to help. gainesvillefnb@riseup.net. www.
facebook.com/#!/groups/143660782367621/

Gainesville Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant 
Justice (IAIJ) meets biweekly at the Mennonite 
Meeting House, 1236 NW 18th Ave. to discuss 
relevant immigration issues and ways to 
bring political education to the community 
through workshops, presentations, advocacy, 
action. gainesvilleiaij@gmail.com or www.
gainesvilleiaij.blogspot.com 

Gainesville Loves Mountains partners with Ap-
palachian allies to end mountaintop removal coal 
mining and build a prosperous economy/sustain-
able future for the region and its people. We pursue 
policies to strengthen our local economy through 
energy efficiency, clean energy. gainesvilleloves-
mountains@gmail.com, 352-610-1090, http://
gainesvillelovesmountains.wordpress.com/.

Gainesville NOW www.gainesvillenow.org. 
info@gainesvilleNOW.org NOW meeting info 
contact Lisa at 352-450-1912. 

Gainesville Socialists is a bi-weekly reading and 
discussion group. Meetings are open to all who 
consider themselves socialists, are interested in 
socialism, or are otherwise curious. Meetings are 
held at the CMC every other Tuesday at 8 pm, 
gainesvillesocialists@gmail.com

Gainesville Women’s Liberation The first 
women’s liberation group in the South, formed in 
1968; now part of National Women’s Liberation; 
a feminist group for women who want to fight back 
against male supremacy and win more freedom for 
women. The inequalities between women and men 
are political problems requiring a collective solution. 
Founded 1968. Join us: www.womensliberation.org, 
P.O. Box 14017, Gainesville, 32604, 347-560-4695, 
nwl@womensliberation.org. 

Gainesville Zen Center & Hostel A Zen 
Buddhist community offering rooms to rent on 
a daily basis. 404 SE 2nd St., 352-336-3613, 
wonderwhy@cox.net.

Graduate Assistants United Union represents 
UF grad assistants by fighting for improved 
working conditions, community involvement 
and academic freedom. 352-575-0366, officers@
ufgau.org, www.ufgau.org

Grow Radio Non-profit provides opportunities for 
community members to create and manage engaging, 
educational, locally-generated programming to 
promote fine, musical/visual arts and humanities for 
enrichment of the community. www.growradio.org. 
PO Box 13891, Gainesville, 32604, 352-219-0145 
(v), 352-872-5085 (studio hotline)
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Harvest of Hope Foundation Non-profit 
provides emergency and educational financial aid 
to migrant farm workers around the country. www.
harvestofhope.net, email: kellerhope@cox.net.

Home Van A mobile soup kitchen going to 
homeless areas twice a week with food and other 
necessities, delivering about 400 meals per week; 
operated by Citizens for Social Justice. barupa@
atlantic.net or 352-372-4825.

Humanist Society of Gainesville meets 7 
pm on the 3rd Wednesday of most months 
at Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 
4225 NW 34th St to discuss and promote 
secular, humanist, atheist & agnostic social 
influences - www.gainesvillehumanists.org or 
facebook.com/humanistsocietyofgainesville; 
gainesvillehumanists@gmail.com.

Humanists on Campus UF organization pro-
vides a community for freethinking, secular 
humanists. Goals include promoting values of 
humanism, discussing issues humanists face 
internationally. We strive to participate in com-
munity service and bring a fun, dynamic group 
to the university! Preferred contact info: email 
ufhumanistsoncampus@gmail.com, alternative: 
j.bontems@ufl.edu, phone- 561-374-3537.

Industrial Workers of the World Local 
union organizing all workers. Meetings are at 
the Civic Media Center the first Sunday of the 
month at 4:30 pm. Gainesvilleiww@gmail.com. 
www. gainesvilleiww.org 

Interfaith Alliance for Immigrant Justice 
organizes faith communities to work together 
for immigrant justice. Meets 2nd Mondays at 
6 pm at La Casita, 1504 W. University Ave. 
(across from Library) GainesvilleIAIJ@gmail.
com; 352-377-6577

International Socialist Organization 
Organization committed to building a left 
alternative to a world of war, racism and 
poverty. Meetings are every Thurs at the UF 
classroom building at 105 NW 16th St. at 7 pm. 
gainesvilleiso@gmail.com.

Kindred Sisters Lesbian/feminist magazine. PO 
Box 141674, Gainesville, FL 32614. www.kindred-
sisters.org, KindredSisters@gmail.com.

Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program 
needs volunteers to join its advocates who 
protect elders’ rights in nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities, family care homes. Training 
and certification provided. 888-831-0404 or 
http://ombudsman.myflorida.com.

MindFreedom North Florida Human rights 
group for psychiatric survivors and mental 
health consumers. 352-328-2511.

Move to Amend, Gainesville is an organization 
dedicated to amending the US Constitution to 
establish that money is not speech, and that 
only human beings have constitutional rights. 
movetoamend.org/fl-gainesville

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) 
Support, education and advocacy for families 

and loved ones of persons with mental illness/
brain disorders. 374-5600. ext. 8322; www.
namigainesville.org. 

National Committee to Preserve Social Security 
and Medicare Local advocates work to promote/
preserve these threatened programs for senior 
citizens. We have literature, speakers, T-shirts. Email: 
sun115flower@yahoo.com. See national Web site to 
join: http://www.ncpssm.org/. 

National Lawyers Guild Lawyers, law 
students, legal workers and jailhouse lawyers 
using the law to advance social justice and 
support progressive social movements. 
nlggainesville@gmail.com or www.nlg.org

NCF AWIS is an advocacy organization 
championing the interest of women in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) across all disciplines and employment 
sectors. Meetings are usually the first Monday 
of the month (except holidays) from 5:30 -7:30 
PM Millhopper Branch, Alachua County Public 
Library. All meetings open to the public. Email 
ncfawis@gmail.com or go to www.ncfawis.org 
for more information.

Occupy Gainesville is about engaging local 
people in grassroots, participatory democracy, 
diversity and dialogue; we stand in solidarity 
with the Occupy Wall Street Movement and the 
rest of the people peacefully occupying public 
space across this county and the rest of the world. 
www.occupygainesville.org and https://www.
facebook.com/occupygainesville.

Our Santa Fe River and Ichetucknee 
Alliance are two of a number of grassroots 
environmentalist groups campaigning to protect 
and restore the rivers and springs. See: http://
www.oursantaferiver.org/ and http://www.
ichetuckneealliance.org/

PFLAG (Parents and Families of Lesbians 
and Gays) meets the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at the Fellowship Hall of the United 
Church of Gainesville (1624 NW 5th Ave.) at 
7 pm with a programmed portion and informal 
meeting with opportunity to talk and peruse 
their resource library. pflaggainesville.org. 
Confidential Helpline 352-340-3770 or email 
info@pflaggainesville.org.

Planned Parenthood Clinic Full-service health 
center for reproductive and sexual health care 
needs. Offering pregnancy testing and options 
counseling for $10 from 10am-noon and 2-5pm. 
Located at 914 NW 13th St. 352-377-0881.

Pride Community Center of North Central 
Florida Resources for the gay/lesbian 
community, open M-F, 3-7, Sat. noon-4. 
Located at 3131 NW 13th St., Suite 62. 352-
377-8915, www.GainesvillePride.org. 

Protect Gainesville Citizens Group whose 
mission is to provide Gainesville residents with 
accurate and comprehensible information about 
the Cabot/Koppers Superfund site. 352-354-
2432, www.protectgainesville.org. 

River Phoenix Center for Peacebuilding 
provides innovative ways to resolve conflict 

and provides services like mediation, 
communication skill building and restorative 
justice. www.centerforpeacebuilding.org. 2603 
NW 13th St. #333, 352-234-6595 

Sierra Club meets the first Thursday of every 
month at 7:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Gainesville - 4225 NW 34th St. 
352-528-3751, www.ssjsierra.org

Sister City Program of Gainesville links 
Gainesville with sister cities in Russia, Israel 
and Palestine, Iraq, and Haiti. Meets the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mennonite Meeting House, 1236 NW 18th 
Avenue (across from Gainesville HS). http://
www.gnvsistercities.org.

Stand By Our Plan is committed to informing 
the public about the critical differences between 
the Comprehensive Plan and Plum Creek’s 
proposal. We do not support Plum Creek’s 
Plan. Alachua County’s Comprehensive Plan 
is the best blueprint for future growth in the 
unincorporated areas of our county; it protects 
our valuable wetlands. standbyourplan@gmail.
com;  http://standbyourplan.org/.

Student/Farmworker Alliance A network 
of youth organizing with farmworkers to 
eliminate sweatshop conditions and modern-
day slavery in the fields. On Facebook, search 
“Gainesville Student/Farmworker Alliance.”

UF Pride Student Union Group of gay, lesbian, 
bi and straight students & non-students, faculty 
and staff. www.grove.ufl.edu/~pride.

UF Radical Student Alliance is a progressive 
grassroots organization that strives to combat 
social justice issues on campus, with our core 
values being transparency, democratic process, 
the value of each member’s input, and the 
ability of any member to assume a leadership 
role. Meetings are at 6:30pm Wednesdays on 
campus, ufradstudentalliance@gmail.com.

United Faculty of Florida Union 
represents faculty at Univeristy of Florida. 
3 5 2 - 3 9 2 - 0 2 7 4 , p r e s i d e n t @ u f f - u f . o r g ,  
www.UFF-UF.org. 

United Nations Association, Gainesville 
Florida Chapter Purpose is to heighten citizen 
awareness and knowledge of global problems 
and the UN efforts to deal with those issues. 
www.afn.org/~una-usa/.

United Way Information and Referral 
Human-staffed computer database for resources 
and organizations in Alachua County. 352-332-
4636 or simply 211.

Veterans for Peace Anti-war organization 
that raises awareness of the detriments of 
militarism and war as well as seeking peace-
ful and effective alternatives. Meets first 
Wednesday of every month at 7 pm. 352-
375-2563, www.afn.org/~vetpeace/.

WGOT 94.7 LP-FM Community low-
power station operating as part of the 
Civic Media Center. wgot947@gmail.com,  
www.wgot.org.  
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The Civic Media Center has organized Radical Rush since 1998. Radical 
Rush is an organizational fair for progressive and radical activist groups of 
Gainesville to recruit new members and publicize their work to students. 
Radical as in getting to the root of problems, Rush meaning entertaining 
bids for membership. The Rush is presented in the form of a collaborative 
tabling effort. Campus and community-based groups participate, with the 
added bonus of helping to bridge the “town/gown” divide and allow activ-
ists working on a wide variety of issues to meet each other, network, and 
learn about each other’s organizations. 
Radical Rush also helps break through the generation gap, fostering in-
ter-generational collaboration as students and younger activists are intro-
duced to older, seasoned organizers for a wide variety of causes. Anyone 
interested in learning about progressive social change and/or becoming 
more active in the community has the opportunity to talk with members 
about their organizations. 
This years Radical Rush will run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 
14, in the Oak Grove at Santa Fe College, and from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Thursday, Sept. 16–17, on the Plaza of Americas at UF. 
The Radical Rush Recption will be on Friday, Sept. 18, at 7 p.m. at the 
Boca Backyard. The week is a great way for people to engage with orga-
nizations and for people from various organizations to meet one another. 
The Civic Media Center also prepares a guidebook to all the organizations 
involved. For more information or to participate, please email coordina-
tors@civicmediacenter.org or call 352-373-0010. D

Activist/progressive organizations
holding networking/recruiting fair

UF Radical Student Alliance is a 
multi-issue activist organization 
that is united around combating 

all forms of systematic oppression. Formed in the summer 
of 2015, we strive to uplift and concretely address the ma-
terial needs of those most stifled by institutional violence 
and neglect, with an emphasis on a radical lens in order to 
fundamentally reshape society by addressing the root is-
sues rather than simply producing band-aid solutions. With 
this in mind, we work for the liberation of all marginalized 
groups, regardless of class, race, ethnicity, abledness, gen-
der, or sexual orientation. New students and the Gaines-
ville community are welcome to come out to learn more 
or get involved at meetings, which are held weekly at 6:30 
PM Wednesday on the UF campus.
Upcoming events will include discussing the impact of 
capitalism on society and deciding on this semester’s 
social justice campaign.
If you are interested in finding out more about UF Radi-
cal Student Alliance, you can email them at ufradstu-
dentalliance@gmail.com, or visit their facebook page 
at: www.facebook.com/ufradstudentalliance. D

Introducing 
UF Radical 
Student Alliance

The Gainesville Iguana 
is Gainesville's progressive 
events calendar and newsletter
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Low/No income: what you can
Groups: $20
Gainesville Iguana, P .O . Box 14712, 
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